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companion of St. Paul, and afterwards of St.
Peter.

LUKE was a Gentile, born at Antioch, educated
a physician, became a proselyte to the Jewish re-
ligion, and then, after embracing' Christianity, be-
came a companion of St. Paul.

JOHN was a Jew, the son of Zebedee and Sa-
lome, residing at Capernaum, who with his father
pursued the business of a fisherman upon the
Lake of Galilee. He became an apostle.

Thus we have a better account of these persons
than of any of the authors of the classics, whose
works we accept without question. The matters
of the Gospel were minutely known by thousands
of witnesses, to whom LUKE thus refers in his pre-
face : " Forasmuch as many have taken in hand
to set forth in order a declaration of those things
which are most surely believed among us, even as
they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning
were eye-witnesses and ministers of the Word, it
seemed good to me also, having had perfect under -
standing of all things from the very first, to write un-
to thee, in order, most excellent Theophilus, that
thou mightest know the certainty of those things
wherein thou hast been instructed." Besides,
their works have been quoted by a long succession
of Christian and non-Christian authors, from their
own time until the present, far more frequently
than the accredited histories of Xenophon or Livy,
or any other ancient historian. Thus much for
authorship. Now, after diligent inspection and
collation, what do we find ?

i. From beginning to end of each book, we find